
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
City of Lake Oswego 

Historic Resources Advisory Board 
Minutes 

 
 

October 7, 2009 
 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 
 
Chair Jeannie McGuire called the Historic Resources Advisory Board meeting of 
October 7, 2009 to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall, 380 “A” 
Avenue, Lake Oswego, Oregon. 
 
Members present:  Chair Jeannie McGuire, Vice Chair Marylou Colver, Craig 
Foster and Joanne Naylor.  Kasey Holwerda and Tim Mather were excused.  Phil 
Burgess and Whitney Tolar (Youth Member) were absent.  Guests:  Susanna Kuo 
and Tia Ross.  Staff:  Paul Espe, Staff Liaison / Associate Planner.  
 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
The vote on the Minutes of September 9, 2009 was postponed.   
 

III. PETITIONS / COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Naylor reported that she, Susanna Kuo, and Parks and Recreation Department 
staff had uncovered the footings of some interior walls of the Blast House and the 
casing of the water turbine.  The remains were in George Rogers Park.  The City 
had surveyed the remains; covered them with black plastic to protect them; and 
would add the information to the City GIS maps.  
 

IV. NEW BUSINESS 
 
Oswego Iron Heritage Trail presentation 

 The Board prepared to take their concept of an Iron Heritage Trail to the City 
Council.  Naylor presented a virtual tour of the proposed trail that the work group 
had created.  It was to be presented to the City Council at their work session on 
October 26th.  The Board discussed creating an Iron Heritage Trail brochure to 
hand out to visitors at local businesses, the Library and Chamber of Commerce.  
They also suggested using metal trail markers.  They agreed it would be a 
challenge to keep a supply of brochures in the park, and suggested that a 
permanent version of the brochure be displayed on one of the interpretive panels.     
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Even though the history of the sites was very interesting, the allotted time was 
short, so Espe suggested the Board shorten the presentation and change the 
background of the Power Point presentation from red to a calmer color.  The 
presentation’s focus needed to be narrowed on how it related to the trail its 
physical aspects and cost.  Some of the historic facts needed to be edited and 
discussion added on how the physical resources would be linked and interpreted. 
   
If HRAB had more time in the presentation, they could highlight the need for 
funding to stabilize the Worker’s Cottage.  Kuo advised that the presenters should 
say there had been “several” workers cottages.  She knew of nine of them, but 
there may have been more.   The work group planned to meet the next day to 
finalize the presentation.   
 
Espe advised the group that after they were successful in gaining City Council 
interest in the project, they should fashion a public involvement process because 
trails were controversial due to the impact of parking on neighborhoods.  Board 
members anticipated the trail they proposed would have minimal impact on 
neighborhoods because most of the sites already existed in public spaces.  
McGuire suggested using the “heritage trail” definition Tamara Brosseau had used 
that conveyed the idea that the trail was part of a larger perspective than just Lake 
Oswego.  The Board asked Espe to find out if members of the public were allowed 
to attend the work session because they wanted Tia Ross, who served on the work 
group, to be able to go.  The work group confirmed they wanted to ask the City 
Council to fund the project so it could be in place for the Centennial Celebration.   
 
Goal Setting (Review draft goals) 

Espe distributed copies of the draft.  McGuire cautioned the part that 
described the duties of board members should be what was described in the 
Chapter 58 Purpose Statement.   She suggested rewording a sentence to indicate, 
“Given that the iron furnace has received funding for restoration it seems prudent to 
investigate linking it with other iron heritage sites in a cohesive plan.”   Members 
corrected some names and references such as “Oswego Landing,” and “Oswego 
Heritage Council.”  The work group clarified they had decided to call the trail the 
“Oswego Iron Heritage Trail.”  The group agreed to continue to examine the goals 
document and email Espe their comments by October 19th.   
 
Boards and Commission Manual 
Espe asked each Board member to examine the description of board members’ 
roles in the manual so they understood them.   
 
Mid-Century Context Statement 
Espe presented the draft Mid-Century Context Statement that intern Adrienne 
Donovan Boyd had researched.  He reported the SHPO had accepted it, but 
wanted more details about the year the city’s gas stations had been built.  The 
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intern and the consultant were not sure they could find that information because 
building permits had not been required during that time period.  He also reported 
the staff and library volunteers were trying to work out with SHPO how to deal with 
the limitations of the SHPO software program.  The Board members commented 
that Adrienne had done a fabulous job.    
 

Colver related that she was getting copies of the National Register 
nominations of all National Register properties in Lake Oswego.  When she was 
done with her research she would give them to the Library.  Espe asked her to 
send him copies,  so he could put them in the hardcopy files.   
 
 

V. OLD BUSINESS 
 
Grant Opportunities 
Phil Burgess had attended a grant-writing workshop.  Board members looked 
forward to hearing his report.   
 
Update: Centennial Celebration 
Kasey Holwerda was not present to update the Board about Centennial 
Celebration plans.  Colver reported she was still working on the neighborhood 
history project and then she planned to write the articles for Hello L.O.  The 
Sustainability Advisory Board (SAB) planned another Sustainability Action Month in 
May and they had asked Colver to serve on the advisory committee.   
 
Future Properties for next year’s intensive level survey 

Espe reported he was about to hire a second intern.  He planned to pare the 
existing long list of properties down to ten properties the newest intern would 
survey.  McGuire said she and Holwerda would help him select from the list.   Espe 
said CLG grant funding would pay for surveying ten “Pioneer-era” properties 
related to the iron industry as well as ten Mid-Century properties.  Colver 
suggested looking at properties in South Town.  McGuire wanted to be sure to 
survey properties on the list whose owners had indicated they wanted to put their 
property on the LDL.  The Board wanted to know if the four Bates-designed houses 
were on the CRI and/or the National Register.  Espe observed that none of them 
were on the County Assessor’s Special Assessment list.   
 
Future properties to be included in the City’s Landmark List 
This was to be an ongoing agenda item.   
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Old Headgate Site Interpretation 

McGuire observed the Headgate had been mounted and was on display in 
River Run Park but there was nothing there to tell visitors what it was.  The group 
then decided to make this an ongoing agenda item.  They would work on it when 
they had time.  After they had accomplished their other goals they might consider 
fashioning a plan and submitting a budget request for Headgate signage.  
Meanwhile, they asked the staff to start the process of putting the Headgate on the 
LDL and to order a Landmark plaque for it.  It had already been surveyed and 
placed on the CRI.    
 
Landmark Maps 
Espe advised the Board they could sell the maps, but they had to deposit the 
proceeds into the General Fund instead of establishing a separate fund for HRAB 
projects.  The Board suggested announcing the maps were available in Hello L.O. 
and selling them in the City’s Internet store.  

 
 Espe said the GIS staff was going to improve the interactive map on the City 

website so when someone clicked on the map they would see a picture of the 
house and its inventory sheet.   
 
Iron Industry Artifact Storage 

Espe said he understood the Parks and Recreation Director had agreed to 
provide a storage area for artifacts.  Naylor presented a slide show of artifacts 
including quarry tools, pig iron, imported furnace bricks, rails and slag.  The group 
decided to show them to the Councilors at the end of their heritage trail 
presentation.     
 
 

VI. UPDATES 
 
Preserving Oregon Grant (Worker’s Cottage / Iron Furnace) 
Espe related that the City Manager had asked him to hold off applying for a grant to 
stabilize the Worker’s Cottage until the City Council decided what to do with it.  He 
advised the Board members to be prepared to discuss that when they made their 
heritage trail presentation to the Council.   The group observed the Cottage was 
now on the National Register and moving it would greatly reduce its significance.  
They saw a need to explain to the Council that heritage trails attracted tourists and 
money to a community.  The Cottage was an important feature of the trail.  The 
Board needed to convince the City Council to leave the Cottage where it was.  The 
work group decided to include facts and data in their presentation that supported 
that option and showed how a heritage trail could benefit the City.  They were also 
going to suggest ways the City could make use of the Cottage.   
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Belluschi House 
Ross reported she and Tim Mather had presented the proposal to move Belluschi 
House to the Marylhurst campus to the heads of all departments and made a 
preliminary presentation to the Board of Trustees.  They were going to present next 
to the general faculty and then make a formal presentation to the Trustees.   
 
 

VII. ADJOURNMENT 
The next meeting was scheduled for Wednesday, November 4, 2009.  There being 
no further business, Chair McGuire adjourned the meeting at 9:04 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Paul Espe 
Associate Planner 
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